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Introduction Loch Monzievaird Self Catering offers great 

accommodation in surroundings full of natural beauty and interest. This area 

of highland Perthshire abounds with wildlife and activities, and it is also a 

convenient centre from which to tour other parts of Scotland.

History 
King Kenneth 1V of Scotland was killed at the battle of Monzievaird in 1003. 

On the north side of the Loch, on what was known as the "Dry Isle" are the 

remains of an old fortress called Castle Cluggy. This was the original home of 

the lairds of Ochtertyre. The fortress was referred to as "ancient" in a charter of 

1467. It belonged to the Red Comyn who was eventually killed by Robert the 

Bruce in the convent of the Minorites at Dumfries. It is thought that Sir William 

Murray last inhabited the castle in the middle of the 17th Century. About eighty 

yards to the west of the ruin is a small artificial island that served as the prison. 

At the west end of the loch is a large mound, where plague victims were buried 

in the reign of Charles 1. 

Landscape
The grounds in which we are located are part of a designed landscape, which 

began, with the building of Ochtertyre House as the Murray family seat in 

Perthshire between 1784-90. This is a Georgian category A listed building that 

looks out over Loch Monzievaird from an elevated position. Ochtertyre is now a 

private house, but in its time it has been a school (Seymour Lodge 1939-1965), 

a theatre and a restaurant. 
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The self catering accommodation has been developed under 
separate ownership from Ochtertyre estate and is contained 
within an area of approximately 40 acres at the west end of Loch 
Monzievaird, including the original Gamekeepers House. The 
designed landscape has been described in many articles over the 
years and has been quoted as having ‘outstanding architectural 
value’, as making a ‘significant contribution to the local scenery’ and 
providing ‘the highest values in nature conservation’. Our grounds 
are protected by Historic Scotland.

Woodlands
19th century accounts of Ochtertyre describe fine trees ‘harmoniously 
grouped’ in the grounds. The woodlands were established as part of 
the designed landscape in the latter half of the 18th century. They 
include many two and three hundred-year-old oak, ash, beech and 
Scots pine trees. There are also some other interesting varieties 
that are marked for public knowledge. The scenery was beautiful 
enough to inspire Robert Burns on a visit to Ochtertyre in June 1787 
to write:

"Is there a spot in Scotia fair
So full of beauty rich and rare,
Where Nature with a lavish hand,
Has formed a perfect fairyland?
All gaze with wonder, and admire
Thy beauties, lovely Ochtertyre!"
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OUR ACCOMMODATION
There are five different types of Lodge and our listed Gamekeeper's 
Cottage sleeping from 2 to 8 people. The descriptions on the 
following pages provide details of the layouts of each. More specific 
information can be found by referring to our website. However, if 

you need help in deciding 
which accommodation 
would suit you best, 
please call us and we 
would be delighted to 
talk you through the 
options available, to 
help you make the most 
appropriate choice.

LOCATIONS
The landscape here is very varied and undulating. Access to and 
aspects from Lodges can be quite different. For instance, there 
is a 14-metre difference in elevation from loch level between 
numbers 5 and 6. There are also many trees that offer additional 
privacy. Some lodges are more easily accessible for wheelchairs, 
pushchairs and cars. Please let us help you to decide which 
location is right for  your stay. 
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CONIFER 
Numbers 5,6,7,8 & 9. These lovely old Norwegian Lodges have 3 small bedrooms, a 

king size bed in the double, a small single (5,6 & 7), and a small bunk room (8 & 9 have 

2 bunk rooms) - bunk rooms have side panels for the 

top bunks that can be installed if required. A bathroom 

with w.c. basin, bath with electric shower over, galley 

kitchen fridge freezer, electric double oven with grill and 

a microwave. Dining area with large table seating up to 6 

- integral with living room. One 2 seater and one 3 seater 

settee. TV & DVD. Door out to open deck with hardwood 

outside chairs and sun lounger. Outside - Picnic table 

and large rotating BBQ. Private positions (5 is on the level 6,7,8 & 9 are up in the trees and more elevated) - all are 

well spread out. Parking is right by no. 5 (2 cars); no. 6 (1 car) & no. 7 (2 cars) _ nos. 8 & 9 are situated above their 

parking areas. Conifers are ideal for a small family or just a couple - sleeping up to 2 adults + 3/4 children. If you are 

an all adult group it is suitable for a maximum of 4 as follows - 2 in the double, one in the small single and one in the small bunk room).
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PINE
Numbers 1 and 21-24. 

These Danish built Lodges 

have 2 bedrooms, a double 

and a spacious twin (the twin 

can fit a z-bed if required). 

A bathroom with bath and 

shower over and sauna. 

Galley kitchen with fridge 

freezer, electric double oven 

with grill, a microwave, and a dishwasher. Open plan living /dining area seating 

four. TV & DVD. Two 2 seater settees. Outside - Picnic table and large rotating 

BBQ. 21-24 have elevated positions and parking close by for 2 cars. Number 1 is on the level with a deck, hardwood outside chairs and sun lounger. 

Parking close by for 2 cars. Ideal for 4 adults or 2 adults + 2 children - Sleeping up to 4 (5 with z-bed).
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SPRUCE
 Numbers 2,3 &  4. These lovely old 

Norwegian Lodges were converted from 

the Conifer type in the 1980's. They have 

2 bedrooms, a double bedroom with an 

ensuite bathroom and a twin bedroom. 

Shower room with wc, sauna and washing 

machine. Galley kitchen with fridge freezer, 

electric double oven with grill, dishwasher 

and microwave. Dining area - large table 

seating up to 6 - integral with living room 

- 2 wooden frame two-seater settees & 

armchair. TV & DVD. Door out to small 

hallway & open deck with 

hardwood outside chairs 

and sun lounger. Outside 

- Picnic table and large 

rotating BBQ. Elevated 

private positions - parking 

easiest for no. 2 ( 1 car). 

Luggage assistance for 

nos. 3 & 4 ( 2 cars). Ideal 

for 4 adults or 2 adults + 

2 children.
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MAPLE
Numbers 12 and 15-20. These Scandinavian built 

Lodges are the largest and most spacious of our 

types of accommodation. They have 3 bedrooms a 

double, a twin and a small bunk room with either 

2 sets of bunks (12, 15,17 & 18), or one set and a 

single (16,19,20). A bathroom with bath and shower 

over, wc & basin. Separate wc with basin. Large 

open plan living dining room with high ceilings. One 2 

seater and one 3 seater settee and armchair. Dining 

table seating 8. Galley kitchen with fridge freezer, electric double oven with grill, microwave and dishwasher.  

TV & DVD. Covered enclosed half deck (15-20). Full deck (12) (smaller living area). Hardwood table & chairs 

on deck seating 6. Outside - Picnic table and large rotating BBQ. Elevated positions vary - all have Loch views. 

Parking close by. Ideal for a larger family of 4 adults & 3/4 children. If you are an all adult group Maples are 

suitable for a maximum of 6 as follows - two in the double, two in the twin and two in the small bunk room.
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CEDAR
Numbers 10, 11 & 14. These Scandinavian built 
Lodges are the same as the Maple type except 
that instead of the separate wc they have an 
ensuite shower room with basin &  wc to the 
double room. They have 3 bedrooms, a double, 
a twin and a small bunkroom with 2 sets of 
bunks. A bathroom with bath and shower over, 
wc &  basin. Open plan living dining room with 
high ceilings one 2 seater &  one 3 seater settee 
& armchair, dining table seating 8. Galley kitchen 

with fridge/freezer, electric double oven with grill, microwave and dishwasher. TV & DVD. Covered 
enclosed full width deck with hardwood table & chairs seating 6. Outside - Picnic table and large 
rotating BBQ. Both have uninterrupted loch views. Chalet 11 is more elevated. Ideal for a larger family 

of 4 adults & 3/4 children. 
If you are an all adult group 
Cedars are suitable for a 
maximum of 6 as follows:
two in the double, two in 
the twin and two in the 
small bunkroom.
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GAMEKEEPER'S COTTAGE
This was the original Gamekeepers house for Ochtertyre 
estate. It is a listed building situated immediately off 
the A85 road at the entrance to Loch Monzievaird 
approximately 200 metres from Reception. The ground 
floor accommodation comprises of : entrance porch 
(with hanging space over radiator), hall, living room (with 
gas fire), kitchen/dining room with dishwasher and all 
cooking facilities, utility room with central heating boiler, 
washing  machine/tumble dryer; one double bedroom 
and a bathroom with wc. On the first floor there is a 
double bedroom (with en-suite shower room & wc), a 
twin bedroom, and a sauna/shower room with wc. Overall 
the Cottage is furnished to a very high standard, it does not however have views of the loch. Outside there is parking  for two cars, a 
kennel/bike store and a small back area. The fenced garden is about half an acre and fully self contained. From the rear there is a path 
to a wooded area which, after a short climb upwards leads onto the disc golf course and along and down to the loch (5 minutes walk). 
The full Sky Digital package is included (except box office). TV & DVD. Wireless broadband internet.
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ACTIVITIES at Loch Monzievaird

Walking: The walk around Loch Monzievaird has been described by guests as one 

of the best short walks that they have ever known. The lochside path takes you on 

a winding route through huge beech trees, past wild irises and feeding birds of all 

varieties. From many vantage points you can observe the Georgian splendour of 

Ochtertyre house rising high above the loch. 

Pets: Well behaved cats and dogs are welcome at Monzievaird. Please see our 

annual tariff for rates. 

Logging & nature trail: The path around the loch is about a mile and a half, an 

idyllic setting for a jog, run or nature walk. Many species of birds and other animals 

visit us throughout the year.

Play areas: We have a small play area with swings, a slide, and a climbing frame, 

and large open areas for other ball games. Space is not a problem. 
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Fishing: There are three fishing boats at the boat house that can be hired on a daily 

basis to fish for wild brown trout. The season runs from the 13th of March to the 6th of 

October, with the best months being April, May & June. The loch is not stocked, but holds 

a good head of Brook Trout that spawn in the feeder burns. Fishing on the loch is by boat 

only.  For bank fishing we have a mile of brown trout fishing close by on the river Earn, with 

clear banks and good picnic places. 

Tennis: The hard tennis court is located close to our reception building in a well 

protected position surrounded by conifer and larch trees. This can be booked and 

hired by the hour. We also have a tennis ball machine for hire and tennis coaching 

can be arranged.

Disc Golf: We have our own 

9 hole disc golf course, hidden 

well away from the lodges in a 

wooded glen of old oak trees. This 

is a challenging game for all ages 

and a very popular sport in the 

U.S.A. which involves the use of 

frisbee™ discs to throw from tee 

to target. Discs can be hired from 

Reception.
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Other activities close by:

Golf: There are 30 golf courses in Perthshire ranging from small highland nine hole 

courses, to eighteen hole championship courses. St. Andrews and Carnoustie are about 

an hours drive. From Monzievaird we have about 20 courses within half an hours drive, 6 

of which you can reach in less than 15 minutes – Crieff (one 18 and two 9 hole courses), 

Comrie – a beautiful 9 hole highland course, St.. Fillans and Muthill (both 9 hole). Crieff 

Hydro Hotel has a driving range and 6 hole junior course at it’s golf centre, less than a mile 

from here. The three championship courses at Gleneagles are only 15 minutes drive.

Fishing: There is a wide choice of game fishing in Perthshire. In addition to the boat 

fishing on Loch Monzievaird, the River Earn is very close by for trout fishing and we have 

access to a lovely two mile beat 2 minutes from our grounds. The Earn also has a good 

autumn run of Salmon. The huge River Tay system is easily accessible for days out. Fishing can be arranged to suit most requirements depending on the 

time of year. Salmon fishing must be booked in advance. Salmon and Trout association 

casting instruction (STANIC) is available at Monzievaird.

Riding: There are good riding centres at Gleneagles and at Crieff Hydro, both 

welcome the novice and the experienced. Trekking is also available at other locations 

locally. 

Activity centres: There are many locations for 

canoeing, white water rafting, and highland safari's. 

The longest zip line in Europe at Go Ape is within 30 

minutes drive.
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Winter at Loch Monzievaird
We are open all year. During the winter months we offer short 

breaks over weekends and midweek as well as our weekly breaks. 

Christmas and Hogmanay are reserved for weeks only. The lodges 

have very efficient heating systems and are well insulated from 

the weather. The winter months can offer the opportunity to see 

the countryside in dramatic form. Rivers and burns in full spate 

rushing over waterfalls, frozen lochs and white hillsides glistening 

in the sunshine. For wet days there are swimming pools in Crieff 

and Perth. For a day out skiing we are only 45 minutes drive from Glenshee. Most golf courses are open 

with winter greens in use when weather dictates.

Glenturret Distillery: 
Glenturret is Scotland's oldest distillery. The Turret Burn rises high up on Ben 

Chonzie and flows into Loch 

Turret, from where it rushes 

down through one of the 

loveliest glens in Scotland. The 

distillery is located at the foot of 

the glen and is just a short walk 

or drive from Monzievaird.

Glenturret Distillery

Mr. R. Jones
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From Fort William: Take the A82 to 
Crianlarich. At Lochearnhead take the 
A85(Crieff). Our entrance is on the left 
hand side 5 miles past Comrie.

In Crieff: Take the A85 (Crianlarich). Don't take the turning at 
the Glenturret crossroads marked ‘Monzie’. Our entrance is 
clearly marked 2 miles from Crieff on the right hand side. 

The roadside sign is illuminated.

Loch Monzievaird
Ochtertyre, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4JR
Scotland.

Tel: 01764 652586
Fax: 01764 652555
www.monzievaird.co.uk
stay@monzievaird.co.uk

Back cover photographs - Library. 

From Inverness: Take the A9 to Dunkeld. 
Take the A822 (Crieff).

From Glasgow: Take the M9 (Stirling). 
Follow the M9 (Perth). 9 miles past 
Stirling take the A822 (signposted Crieff).

From Edinburgh: Take the M90 (Perth). 
Don't go into Perth, take the A9 
(Inverness). 5 miles on take the A85 
(Crieff).
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